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SUBJ: AMBASSADOR'S COURTESY CALL ON GENERAL SAN YU 

1 . AMBASSABUR BEAN PAID A COURTESY CALL ON GENERAL 
SAN YU, SECRETARY TO THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE BURMA SOCIALIST PROGRAM PARTY 
(BSPP) AND TITULAR SECOND IN COMMAND OF THE GUB, ON 

APRIL 12. THE CONVERSATION WAS GENERALLY NON-SUBSTANTIVE. 
HOWEVER, SAN YU DID INDICATE THAT BOTH SIDES HAD 
SUFFERED HEAVY LOSSES DURING THE BCP OCTOBER 1977 
OFFENSIVE. HE ALLEGED THAT BCP LOSSES WERE GREATER 
THAN THOSE OF THE BURMA ARMY. ON BEING ASKED, HE ALSO 
INDICATED THAT THE FEBRUARY-MARCH 1978 BURME ARMY EN- 
GAGEMENTS WITH THE BCP (SEE RANGOON 863) HAD BEEN 
HEAVIER THAN NORMAL FOR THAT TIME OF YEAR. SAN YU SAID 
THAT THE BCP WAS NOW ALMOST COMPLETELY RESTRICTED TO 
AREAS EAST OF THE SALWEEN RIVER. DURING THIS PORTION 
OXBTHE DISCUSSION SAN YU STATED WITH VIGOR THAT THE 
BURMA ARMY WOULD "NEVER" GIVE UP KUNLONG. 

2. WITH REGARD TO NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION, AFTER 
AMBASSADOR HAD EXPRESSED USG APPRECIATION FOR GUB 
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ANTI-NARCOTICS COOPERATION, SAN YU SAID GUB WAS 
DOING AND WOULD CONTINUE TO DO ITS "LEVEL BEST" 

TO ELIMINATE OPIUM/HEROIN PRODUCTION/ TRAFFICKING 
IN BURMA. HE NOTED THAT THE GUB S CROP SUBSTI- 
TUTION PROGRAM WAS BEING HAMPERED BY THE PRESENCE 
OF INSURGENTS IN PRINCIPAL POPPY GROWING AREAS. 

HE POINTEDLY REMARKED THAT A NUMBER OF THE INSURGENT 
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GROUPS ARE REALLY ONLY TRAFFICKERS AND SMUGGLERS. 

HE ALSO NOTED THAT IN ADDITION TO OCCUPYING POPPY 
GROWING AREAS, THE BCP WAS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN OPIUM 
TRAFFICKING. 

3. COMMENT: SAN YU HAD BEEN ON THE ORIGINAL LIST 

OF GUB OFFICIALS WITH WHOM THE EMBASSY HAD REQUESTED 
APPOINTMENTS FOR AMBASSADOR BEAN IN MID-NOVEMBER 
1977. WE HAD BEEN TOLD INFORMALLY THAT A CALL WOULD 
PROBABLY NOT TAKE PLACE. WITHOUT PRIOR INDICATION, 

THE AMBASSADOR WAS TELEPHONED BY THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
ON APRIL 10 AND INFORMED THAT AN APPOINTMENT HAD BEEN 
ESTABLISHED FOR APRIL 12. THIS IS APPARENTLY THE 
FOURTH SHORT-NOTICE CALL THAT HAS BEEN MADE ON SAN YU 
BY A NON-FRATERNAL-SOCIALIST, NON-ASIAN AMBASSADOR 
IN THE PAST TWO AND ONE-HALF WEEKS (THE OTHERS BEING 
THE BRITISH, AUSTRALIAN AND ISRAELI). THESE FOUR 
CALLS DO NOT NECESSARILY SUGGEST THAT A NEW TREND 
IS DEVELOPING BUT, INASMUCH AS SAN YU PREVIOUSLY 
HAS RECEIVED ONLY FRATERNAL SOCIALIST AMBASSADORS 
WITH A FEW EXCEPTIONS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE 
SUSPECTED GUB CHANGING OUTLOOK (RANGOON 977) IS 
NOW AFFECTING SAN YU. WE SHALL WATCH WITH INTEREST 
TO SEE WHETHER HE CONTINUES TO RECEIVE OTHERS FROM 
THE WESTERN AND NON-FRATERNAL STATES. 
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4. SAN YU APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH, LOOKING MUCH 
YOUNGER THAN HIS SIXTY YEARS. HE ALSO ACTED AS AN 
INDIVIDUAL WHO FELT SECURE IN HIS POSITION. END 
COMMENT. 

BEAN 
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